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Abstract

The research addresses the issue of the return of Syrian refugees and assesses the extent to which re-
turns align with three fundamental standards (voluntariness, safety, and dignity). It also reviews the durable
solutions of local integration and resettlement. This necessitates a legal clarification of the nature of these
solutions and standards, as well as the legal gaps associated with them. These gaps are likely to exacer-
bate the politicization of solution pathways and lead to non-compliance with the standards that constitute
prerequisites for those solutions, thereby rendering return “forced” under the guise of “voluntariness.” This
concern is particularly acute amid growing political calls for the return of Syrian refugees, which host coun-
tries often regard as the optimal solution. Such calls may conflict with the rules governing the granting of
refugee status. This status is intended to compensate for the loss of national protection and thus entitle the
refugee to temporary surrogate protection. This surrogate protection, provided by the host country, should
end only upon reaching a just and durable solution, whether through voluntary return, local integration, or
resettlement. Return to the homeland is contingent upon the availability of appropriate conditions for a free

and dignified life, not merely upon a change in the political circumstances in the refugee’s country of origin.
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