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Abstract

Despite the military triumph of the Syrian Revolution on 8 December 2024, cycles of conflict, and the
interconnected social, economic, and political crises that continue to shape Syria have further eroded citi-
zenship as both a normative principle and a lived reality. At the same time, declining household well-being,
growing humanitarian needs, weakened social safety networks, and persistent drivers of conflict continue
to threaten social cohesion and sustainable peace. These conditions highlight the importance of examining
peacebuilding and transitional justice in contemporary Syria. This study addresses several interrelated ques-
tions: What form of civil peace is currently lacking in Syria? How can sustainable peace be built, and where
should this process begin? What opportunities and challenges shape current peacebuilding efforts? How can
Syria move from a model of managed peace to sustainable peacebuilding and institutionalized social cohe-
sion? Moreover, what prospects exist for social recovery, economic empowerment, me effective community
representation, and effective governance of the digital sphere? The research adopts a descriptive-analytical
and deconstructive approach to examining Syrian society and its relationship with the former regime. First,
it analyzes the foundations of Syria’s pre-2011 fragile stability, focusing on the mechanisms of top-down
coercive peace, the former regime’s efforts to portray its strategies favorably while discrediting society, the
resulting depletion of social capital, and the structural roots of societal fragmentation before, during, and
after the revolution. Second, it proposes practical strategies for rebuilding horizontal and vertical social ties
among Syria’s conflicting social groups strengthening trust between citizens and state institutions and pre-
venting renewed conflict. Third, it explores the balance between domestic and international opportunities
and constraints affecting peacebuilding, with the aim of advancing peaceful coexistence within a political

order grounded in the rule of law, justice, and inclusive citizenship.
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Syria, peacebuilding, managed (top-down) peace, social capital, social cohesion, sustainable peace
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