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Abstract

The former Syrian regime systematically sought to shape the personality of the Syrian citizen by fostering
isolation and passivity, while maintaining a pervasive policy of repression, exclusion, and marginalization
from public life. This led to the emergence of a stereotypical Syrian personality characterized by limited agen-
cy and constrained participation in the country’s public affairs due to sustained violence and authoritarian
control. With the advent of the Syrian Spring in March 2011, opportunities emerged for Syrians to reclaim
roles that had long been denied to them, particularly through participation in political and social life. The
successive developments of the revolution, the ensuing conflict, and displacement contributed significantly
to raising Syrians’ awareness of their indispensable role in state-building and the necessity of preventing
their exclusion from the public sphere in the future. The fall of the regime on 8 December 2024 marked the
beginning of a departure from decades of security domination, one-party rule, and policies of exclusion and
marginalization. At the same time, the experience of the Syrian diaspora exposed Syrians -particularly young
women and men- to diverse political and social models, influencing their perceptions and aspirations regard-

ing Syria’s future and their prospective role within it.

Against this backdrop, and approximately one and a half years after the collapse of the former regime,
while a substantial proportion of Syrians continue remain displaced or live as refugees, this study examines
the attitudes of young Syrian women and men living in Tiirkiye toward the future of Syria. The study explores
their views on social, political, educational, and civil-liberties issues. The findings indicate that, with respect
to social issues, a majority of respondents supported a mixed legislative framework combining religious and
civil law, advocated granting Syrian nationality to the children of Syrian women married to non-Syrians, and
favored abolishing mitigating legal provisions in cases of so-called “honor crimes.” Regarding education,
most respondents endorsed the political neutrality of school curricula and supported abolishing exemptions
in university admissions and relying solely on academic achievement. Broad consensus also emerged con-
cerning the importance of developing technical and vocational education. In addition, a considerable pro-
portion of participants supported the teaching of the Kurdish language -at least on an elective basis -during
pre-university education .In relation to governance and political issues, the results revealed growing support
for freedom of expression and publication, independent media, and the right to scrutinize and criticize gov-
ernment performance. The sample unanimously agreed that the President of the Republic should be a Sunni
Muslim. Furthermore, the majority preferred limiting the presidential term to five years, renewable for only

one additional term.
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